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Justin D’Ath was born in New Zealand but has lived in Australia since 1971. 
He has written nearly 40 books for children including the very popular  
Extreme Adventure series and the Mission Fox series. His YA novel Pool, was 
shortlisted in the 2008 Victorian Premier’s Awards and declared a Notable 
Book by the CBCA. 
 

Prior to writing for children, Justin was the author of one adults novel, The Initiate, winner of 
three literary awards, and many adult short stories published in literary and commercial maga-
zines both here and overseas. His stories have been published in 18 countries and have won 54 
literary prizes, including the University of Canberra's National Short Story Award in 1995 and the 
NT University's Arafura Award in both 1989 and 1990. 
 
For 12 years Justin taught in, and co-ordinated, the Professsional Writing and Editing  program 
at Bendigo Regional Institute of TAFE, but now spends all his time writing, visiting schools and 
libraries, speaking at festivals and running writing workshops. 
 
Justin lives near a beach in Victoria. 
 
Website: www.justindath.com  

Author / Illustrator Questionnaire 
 
My earliest memory is riding on the back of my dad’s tractor when I was three years old. 
 
At school I loved rainy days because we could stay in the classroom at lunchtime and read. 
 
I wish I had wings! 
 
My happiest moments were when my two children were born. 
 
When I was a child I wanted to be an inventor and a scientist. 
 
Some of the books I like are The Wind in the Willows, the Tin Tin books, Rudyard Kipling’s Jun-
gle Books, Blueback by Tim Winton, and everything written by Roald Dahl. 
 
It’s not fashionable (and it really embarrassed my kids!) but I love whistling when I’m walking 
round town. 
 
My favourite gadget is my steam-powered letter opener. 
 
I often wonder how my kids are reading one of my books RIGHT NOW. 


