
Bernadette Kelly 
 

Bernadette Kelly grew up in country Victoria, and now 

lives on a country property, which she shares with three 

horses, Tuck, Jaspa and Cadence, a dog, Sniff, a cat,  

Solomina, and her now grown-up son and daughter.   

In summer whole flocks of noisy cockatoos and galahs 

fly in to eat the gum nuts, and if you walk around you’ll 

see all kinds of other birds, including kookaburras, and 

on rare occasions you can see and hear Black Cockatoos 

flying overhead. Sometimes a kangaroo or an echidna 

drops in for a visit and a whole lot of big eared hares help 

the horses to eat the grass.   

 

Bernadette likes to travel to unusual places and see the 

world from the back of a horse. So far she has ridden horses in Lord of the Rings country in New Zea-

land, suburban London, camped and rode among lions, elephants, giraffes, wildebeests and zebras in 

Africa and in the wild and windswept Andes Mountains in Patagonia, Chile and Argentina.   

 

Bernadette has written over 30 fiction and non-fiction books, including the Riding High and The Pony 

Patch series, which are all about her favourite animals, horses.  In 2010 Bernadette was awarded a fel-

lowship from the May Gibbs Children's Literature Trust. Bernadette loves visiting schools, doing work-

shops and talking to kids about books and writing.  

www.bernadettekelly.com.au 

Author / Illustrator Questionnaire 
 

My earliest memory…is helping mum to feed an orphaned wallaby that lived with us while it was 

young. 

At school I…was banned by my grade six teacher from borrowing horse books from the school library. 

She said I needed to widen my reading vocabulary! 

My most humiliating moment was…when I shaved off my own eyebrows in grade three. 

I wish I hadn’t…shaved off my own eyebrows in grade three. 

I wish I had…a time machine, so I could go back to grade three and not shave off my eyebrows. 

At home I cook…a lot of Italian style dishes…especially Risotto. I love Risotto. 

When I was a child I wanted to…own a stud farm and breed horses…and I wanted my eyebrows to 

grow back. 

What I don’t find amusing is…drivers who don’t slow down for horse riders. 

My favourite gadget is…my soda stream. I drink a lot of soda water. 

I often wonder…what my horses are thinking. 


