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Tania McCartney is an author of both children’s and adults books.  
An experienced magazine writer and editor, she has written for many online sites 
and hard copy magazines. She also founded Kids Book Review in 2009, one of 
the most respected children’s literature sites on the web.  
An ACT Ambassador for the National Year of Reading 2012, Tania is passionate 
about literacy and has spent many years, presenting and speaking to children 
and adults on reading, books and writing. 
Her latest books include Beijing Tai Tai: Life, laughter and motherhood in China’s 
capital (Exisle Publishing) and Australian Story: An Illustrated Timeline (National 

Library of Australia). In 2013, Tania will have four new books released – all of them for children. 
Tania adores books, travel, photography and marshmallows. She lives in Canberra with her husband and two kids, 
in a paper house at the base of a book mountain. 
www.taniamccartney.com   -   www.kids-bookreview.com  

Author / Illustrator Questionnaire 
My earliest memory is . . . my mum reading to me at bedtime. It was a daily joy. 
At school I . . . was obsessed with creative writing. I still have my year 3 Creative Writing book with the doggie 
sticker on the front. Our teacher would reward good work with stickers – the bigger and more sparkly your sticker, 
the better your work. I lived for those stickers! 
I wish I had . . . taken on an internship at Woman’s Day when I was 18. A life regret. 
I wish I hadn’t . . . been so scared to submit my work to publishers. I’ve been writing a very long time but have 
only had the courage to seriously pursue my writing these past five years. I feel like I have to make up for a lot of 
lost time. 
My happiest moment was . . . meeting my husband and children, of course – but from a career perspective, other 
than achieving book contracts!, I would say it was being asked to be an ambassador for the National Year of  
Reading. 
My most humiliating moment was . . . drawing a blank when asked who our first Prime Minister was. It was in 
front of a huge audience of kids while promoting Australian Story, and although I absolutely knew the answer, I just 
went blank. The pause was only a few seconds long – but it felt like an eternity! (PS: It’s Sir Edmund Barton.) 
At home I cook . . . the nightly meal most reluctantly. I prefer to bake. Brownies, cookies, scones and cupcakes 
are our favourites. 
When I was a child, I wanted to . . . be an author + magazine editor + graphic designer + surgeon + movie star. 
I’ve only achieved the first two, alas. 
Some of the books I like are . . . picture books. I have a lusty obsession for them. I have over 3,000 children’s 
books in my house. It’s pretty crowded but I don’t mind one single bit. I also simply adore history books, historical 
biography and historical fiction. 
It’s not fashionable, but I love . . . calling people ‘love’. My Mum used to call us ‘love’ and when I lived in London, 
it was common, too. 
Friends say I am . . . busy. 
If only I could . . . fly. I have dreams where I can fly. I also dream I can breathe under water. Both of these would 
be very handy in my life, as I love to travel – and being able to fly or breath under water would mean a much 
cheaper (and fun!) form of transportation. 
What I don’t find amusing is . . . when computers go bananas or you lose your work or the internet goes down. 
Not very happy-making. 
My favourite gadget is . . . my camera. I’d have a camera implanted in my forehead, if I could. 
At the moment I’m reading . . . lots and lots of kids’ books for Kids Book Review. I’m also (finally!) reading The 
Book Thief by Markus Zusak, and I’m about to start Seeing Further: The Story of Science and the Royal Society, 
edited by Bill Bryson. 
I often wonder . . . if I’ll live long enough to witness molecular deconstruction. I so love the idea of being ‘beamed 
up’. It would mean I could go for a morning swim in Tahiti, have lunch in Paris and see a show that same night in 
New York. How cool would that be? 


